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CROSSBOWS — PROHIBITED WEAPON CLASSIFICATION 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.06 am]: Since I became a minister I have been 
working on amendments to the Weapons Act 1999 to reclassify crossbows from a controlled weapon to a 
prohibited weapon. I would like to inform the house that these changes will come into effect this Saturday, 
9 April across Western Australia. This decision is in line with an agreement by the Australasian Police 
Ministers’ Council that crossbows should be prohibited across Australia.  

As controlled weapons, crossbows can be legally purchased through a number of specialised outlets. The 
changes will limit the circumstances under which crossbows can be lawfully purchased. A number of limited 
exceptions will apply for the possession of crossbows. Genuine collectors of crossbows will be exempt from this 
restriction and will be able to possess and continue to collect crossbows. Arbalests will also be exempt; that is, 
anyone engaged in crossbow events or competitions who belongs to an Archery Australia member club. The 
changes will allow only those people who are currently engaged in the sport to continue this activity. Producers 
of dramatic productions will also be able to apply in writing to the Commissioner of Police for an exemption 
notice for any prohibited weapon, including crossbows, listed in schedule 1 of the Weapons Regulations 1999. 
The provisions for collectors, arbalests and dramatic productions will not commence until 1 July 2011, which 
will give these groups and police enough time to process approvals so that people are not found to be committing 
offences and so that amnesties will not need to be conducted. Anyone with a crossbow who does not qualify for 
one of these three exceptions will need to lawfully dispose of the crossbow, destroy it or surrender it to a police 
station. Retailers will still be able to sell and supply crossbows; however, this will be strictly limited to 
circumstances in which one of the exceptions applies.  

I have met with a number of sporting associations over the past year or so and they have indicated to me that 
they have no objections to the changes. I have also been in regular contact with the Halstead family, whose son 
Christopher was tragically killed with a crossbow in 2009. The family have given their strong support for 
changes to the law. 

It is my sincere hope that this amendment to the Weapons Act 1999 will reduce the likelihood that a crossbow 
will fall into the wrong hands and be used to injure or kill an innocent person or animal. 
 


